
Twin State Flyers
Newsletter

November 2010

EAA Chapter 740
PO Box 5530, West Lebanon, NH 03784

Next Meeting:

Annual Holiday Dinner

Sunday, December 5th – 5:30 PM

Murphy's on the Green

Hanover, NH

1



Items of Interest

• December Meeting

As is customary this time of year, our December “meeting” will be our annual holiday

dinner.  Like last year, we will be dining at Murphy's on the Green in Hanover.  Please let

Dan Truesdell know if you will be attending if you haven't already done so.

• Chapter Logo Shirts

The chapter logo shirts are in.  Most people have picked theirs up.  See Dan Truesdell at

the holiday dinner to claim yours if you haven't already done so.

Upcoming Events

Date Event Location

12/07/10 Survival Safety Seminar at Keene (EEN), NH

Call 603-357-7600 for more info

Keene, NH 

Meeting Minutes from November Meeting

For our November meeting we had a Wings Winter Safety seminar, given by John Wood and

Dick Ferno, of the Portland FSDO.  Very interesting and informative talk from them both.

 

Topics discussed were: carbon monoxide (causing accidents), doing a thorough preflight, the

possibility of fuel contamination (water in fuel turning to ice), frost and/or ice on the aircraft,

etc.  Also they talked about preheating, not only of the engine but of the entire aircraft, plus

holdover trimes after using de-ice.  Of course, holdover times are used mostly in airline and

heavier aircraft operations.

 

We also had a presentation of the Master Pilot Award to Joel Godston.  Joel, a former Air

Force pilot, has been flying for over 50 accident-free years, and has contributed (and still

contributes) a lot to flying during that time.  Thanks Joel.

 Fly (and drive) safe!
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John Wood and Joel Godston

Joel and Ann Marie
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Some....um.....local “characters”.

(Would you really fly with these guys?)
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Air Traffic Control: Friend or Foe? 

By Jim Wolper  -  EAA Chapter 407, Idaho Falls, Idaho 

I was chatting with a chapter member about a recent trip. He told me that the hardest part of the 

trip had been flying through the airspace around Salt Lake City International Airport. He swore 

that he would never ask for flight following again, saying, “They kept sending me to all kinds of 

places where I didn’t want to go.” 

 

Air Traffic Control (ATC) provides flight following (technically, radar traffic advisories) at the cost 

of some convenience. In the end, do they help or hinder the VFR pilot? He says they hinder; I 

say they help. Let’s see why I think the way I do. 

 

First, why does ATC reroute us? The answer is pretty simple: They are shooting big fast 

airplanes into the sky, and they don’t want to hit us. Salt Lake International averages almost 

1,200 flights a day, and at the busy times they have more than on IFR airplane taking off every 

minute. They also have F-16s and other military airplanes headed in and out of Hill Air Force 

Base. This is a flak barrage for any airplane passing through the area. So, the controllers ask 

VFR airplanes to move for their own good. 

 

You can legally go through the area at 10,500 MSL without talking to ATC (as long as you have 

a working Mode C transponder), but you might as well wander through a minefield. Airplanes 

arriving at SLC are at 11,000; airplanes leaving SLC are at 10,000; at 10,500, you are squeezed 

in between them like a Taylorcraft sandwich. 

 

So your reward for getting flight following and squawking the code and holding altitude and 

holding heading and accepting a minor reroute is that ATC won’t shoot any 106.00-calibre 

bullets at you (that’s the fuselage diameter of a SkyWest RJ). When the controllers point out the 

heavy jet indicating 300 knots that will pass 500 feet above you, or the trio of F-16s that will 

pass 500 feet below, you get a free air show instead of a scare. 

 

Another reason to accept the reroute is that it is not that bad. A perpendicular diversion of 37 

miles only adds one mile to a 700-mile trip! So you might as well enjoy the sightseeing and the 

free air show. You can reduce this even more if you know where ATC likes to send VFR 

airplanes (for example, mountain east of Salt Lake City), and aim for that from the beginning. 

 

Sometimes ATC provides shortcuts. Las Vegas has complicated airspace, and several times I 

have had controllers suggest a shortcut that I did not think would be available. I came out ahead 

with flight following. 

 

Flight following is the biggest help when you need it the most, that is, when you have a problem. 

ATC can help you find the nearest airport, and coordinate rescue efforts. You will also hear 

about weather problems, temporary flight restrictions, or other factors affecting your flight right 

away. 

 

Some pilots don’t like talking on the radio. The advantage of flight following may make it worth 

the effort to improve. The Aeronautical Information Manual (AIM) has all the rules, but the first 

rule is to listen before you talk, so you have a sense of what is going on. Your first call should 
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say who you are calling, who you are, where you are, and what you want: “Salt Lake Center, Archer 8256X,

20 north of Malad, request flight following.” After that, listen to what the controller 

asks you to do. This can range from something simple like “Say altitude” to something more 

complex like “Maintain 8 thousand while in Class Bravo airspace.” Controllers always say things 

exactly the same way, so once you have gone through the drill once or twice you will know what 

to expect. Talking to someone who has done it can also make it easier. And, you can listen to 

ATC during your local flying (128.35 is the frequency in our area). 

 

The worst thing that you can do on the radio is get angry. It is perfectly OK, and even expected, 

to question a controller’s request, if you have a good reason. What’s a good reason? If they 

steer you toward the mountains at an uncomfortably low altitude, you should ask about it. Or if 

they give you a heading into a cloud (VFR), you should politely tell them; they will make another 

plan. Just say “Approach, 56X, we won’t be able to stay VFR on this heading.” Nothing fancy; 

just be clear and concise. 

 

And don’t think that you are bothering anybody by asking. Controllers get their satisfaction from 

talking with pilots and helping them on their way. They WANT to talk with you. So give them a 

call…
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Dave Bridgham - Director - 603-649-3424
Joel Godston - Director - 603-787-6771

Tom Williamson - Director - 802-436-2868
Dino Vlahakis - Membership Coordinator - 603-448-3729

Dan Truesdell - Newsletter Editor - 603-523-9176
Steve Keen - Technical Counselor - 603-542-6000

Dino Vlahakis - Flight Advisor - 603-448-3729
Dan Truesdell - Refreshment Chairman - 603-542-0431

Tom Williamson - Webmaster - 802-436-2868

7


